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having begun in the spirit, that ye wish to perfect your-
selves in the flesh?"
The emperor declares that to twist the Word of God
into a prohibition of duelling is nothing else than to per-
fect one's self by the flesh—that is to say to attribute an
altogether material and common-place interpretation to
what is meant spiritually. He adds that this is just as rep-
rehensible in the eyes of the Almighty as the attempts by
the Pharisees to adapt the Mosaic law to their own con-
venience, attempts which were so bitterly denounced by
Christ.
Finally, the emperor generally concludes this extraor-
dinary exposition of his views by the following exordium :
'' He who after careful self-examination finds himself com-
pelled to fight a duel, and whose conscience is clear of
sentiments of hatred and of vengeance, may do so in the
conviction that he is in no wise acting contrary to the
Word of God, to the obligations of honor, or to the ac-
cepted customs of society. As in battle, so also in the
duel, which has been forced upon him in one way or an-
other, he may say to himself: If we live, we live in ike
Lord, and if we die, we die in the Lord, Amen.
It must be borne in mind that Emperor William deliv-
ered himself of these utterances, not merely in his capa-
city of Emperor of Germany, King of Prussia, and
commander-in-chief of the entire German army, but also
in his self-assumed role of Summus-Efiscopus, or spir-
itual as well as temporal chief of the Lutheran Church
throughout the empire. Such a speech was delivered on
the occasion of the endeavor made by certain members of
the court circles to induce the Lutheran synod to institute
disciplinary measures against the Potsdam pastor who had
declined to accord the rites of Christian burial to Baron

